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Access Area fishery, is prohibited from 
possessing scallops. An LAGC scallop 
vessel authorized to fish in the Access 
Areas specified in § 648.59(a) through (e) 
may possess scallops up to the posses-
sion limit specified in § 648.52(a). 

(ii) Other species. Unless issued an 
LAGC scallop permit and fishing under 
an approved NE multispecies SAP 
under NE multispecies DAS, an LAGC 
IFQ vessel fishing in the Access Areas 
specified in § 648.59(b) through (d) is 
prohibited from possessing any species 
of fish other than scallops and 
monkfish, as specified in 
§ 648.94(c)(8)(i). 

(5) Number of trips. An LAGC IFQ 
scallop vessel may not fish for, possess, 
or land scallops in or from the Access 
Areas specified in § 648.59(a) through (e) 
after the effective date of the notifica-
tion published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, stating that the total number of 
trips specified in § 648.59(a)(3)(ii), 
(b)(5)(ii), (c)(5)(ii), (d)(5)(ii), and 
(e)(4)(ii) have been, or are projected to 
be, taken by LAGC IFQ scallop vessels. 

[71 FR 33231, June 8, 2006, as amended at 72 
FR 32559, June 13, 2007; 72 FR 72629, Dec. 21, 
2007; 73 FR 20130, Apr. 14, 2008; 73 FR 30810, 
May 29, 2008; 74 FR 20555, May 4, 2009; 75 FR 
18371, Apr. 9, 2010; 75 FR 36574, June 28, 2010; 
75 FR 63723, Oct. 18, 2010; 76 FR 43769, 43795, 
July 21, 2011; 77 FR 26122, May 2, 2012; 77 FR 
20741, Apr. 6, 2012; 78 FR 27107, May 9, 2013] 

§ 648.61 EFH closed areas. 
(a) No vessel fishing for scallops, or 

person on a vessel fishing for scallops, 
may enter, fish in, or be in the EFH 
Closure Areas described in paragraphs 
(a)(1) through (6) of this section, unless 
otherwise specified. A chart depicting 
these areas is available from the Re-
gional Administrator upon request. 

(1) Western GOM Habitat Closure Area. 
The restrictions specified in this para-
graph (a) apply to the Western GOM 
Habitat Closure Area, which is the area 
bounded by straight lines connecting 
the following points in the order stat-
ed: 

WESTERN GOM HABITAT CLOSURE AREA 

Point N. lat. W. long. 

WGM1 ................................ 43°15′ 70°15′ 
WGM2 ................................ 42°15′ 70°15′ 
WGM3 ................................ 42°15′ 70°00′ 
WGM4 ................................ 43°15′ 70°00′ 

WESTERN GOM HABITAT CLOSURE AREA— 
Continued 

Point N. lat. W. long. 

WGM1 ................................ 43°15′ 70°15′ 

(2) Cashes Ledge Habitat Closure Area. 
The restrictions specified in paragraph 
(a) of this section apply to the Cashes 
Ledge Habitat Closure Area, which is 
the area bounded by straight lines con-
necting the following points in the 
order stated: 

CASHES LEDGE HABITAT CLOSURE AREA 

Point N. lat. W. long. 

CLH1 ........................................... 43°01′ 69°03′ 
CLH2 ........................................... 43°01′ 68°52′ 
CLH3 ........................................... 42°45′ 68°52′ 
CLH4 ........................................... 42°45′ 69°03′ 
CLH1 ........................................... 43°01′ 69°03′ 

(3) Jeffrey’s Bank Habitat Closure Area. 
The restrictions specified in paragraph 
(a) of this section apply to the Jeffrey’s 
Bank Habitat Closure Area, which is 
the area bounded by straight lines con-
necting the following points in the 
order stated: 

JEFFREY’S BANK HABITAT CLOSURE AREA 

Point N. lat. W. long. 

JB1 .............................................. 43°40′ 68°50′ 
JB2 .............................................. 43°40′ 68°40′ 
JB3 .............................................. 43°20′ 68°40′ 
JB4 .............................................. 43°20′ 68°50′ 
JB1 .............................................. 43°40′ 68°50′ 

(4) Closed Area I Habitat Closure Areas. 
The restrictions specified in paragraph 
(a) of this section apply to the Closed 
Area I Habitat Closure Areas, Closed 
Area I-North and Closed Area I-South, 
which are the areas bounded by 
straight lines connecting the following 
points in the order stated, and so that 
the line connecting points CI1 and 
CIH1, and CI2 and CIH3 is the same as 
the portion of the western boundary 
line of Closed Area I, defined in 
§ 648.81(a)(1), that lies between those 
points: 

CLOSED AREA I—NORTH HABITAT CLOSURE 
AREA 

Point N. lat. W. long. 

CI1 ......................... 41°30′ 69°23′ 
CI4 ......................... 41°30′ 68°30′ 
CIH1 ....................... 41°26′ 68°30′ 
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CLOSED AREA I—NORTH HABITAT CLOSURE 
AREA—Continued 

Point N. lat. W. long. 

CIH2 ....................... 41°04.30′ N 69°01.29′ W 
CI1 ......................... 41°30′ 69°23′ 

CLOSED AREA I—SOUTH HABITAT CLOSURE 
AREA 

Point N. lat. W. long. 

CIH3 ....................... 40°54.95′ N 68°53.40′ W 
CIH4 ....................... 40°58′ 68°30′ 
CI3 ......................... 40°45′ 68°30′ 
CI2 ......................... 40°45′ 68°45′ 
CIH3 ....................... 40°54.95′ N 68°53.40′ W 

(5) Closed Area II Habitat Closure Area. 
The restrictions specified in this para-
graph (a) apply to the Closed Area II 
Habitat Closure Area (also referred to 
as the Habitat Area of Particular Con-
cern), which is the area bounded by 
straight lines, except where noted, con-
necting the following points in the 
order stated: 

CLOSED AREA II HABITAT CLOSURE AREA 

Point N. lat. W. long. 

CIIH1 .................................. 42°10′ 67°20′ 
CIIH2 .................................. 42°10′ (1) (2) 
CIIH3 .................................. 42°00′ (3) 
CIIH4 .................................. 42°00′ 67°10′ 
CIIH5 .................................. 41°50′ 67°10′ 
CIIH6 .................................. 41°50′ 67°20′ 
CIIH1 .................................. 42°10′ 67°20′ 

1 The intersection of 42°10 N. lat. and the U.S.-Canada 
maritime boundary. 

2 From Point CAIIA3 connected to Point CAIIA4 along the 
U.S.-Canada maritime boundary. 

3 The intersection of 42°00 N. lat. and the U.S.-Canada 
maritime boundary. 

(6) Nantucket Lightship Habitat Closure 
Area. The restrictions specified in para-
graph (a) of this section apply to the 
Nantucket Lightship Habitat Closure 
Area, which is the area bounded by 
straight lines connecting the following 
points in the order stated: 

NANTUCKET LIGHTSHIP HABITAT CLOSED AREA 

Point N. lat. W. long. 

NLH1 ........................................... 41°10′ 70°00′ 
NLH2 ........................................... 41°10′ 69°50′ 
NLH3 ........................................... 40°50′ 69°30′ 
NLH4 ........................................... 40°20′ 69°30′ 
NLH5 ........................................... 40°20′ 70°00′ 
NLH1 ........................................... 41°10′ 70°00′ 

(b) Transiting. A vessel may transit 
the EFH Closure Areas as defined in 
paragraphs (a)(1) through (6) of this 

section, unless otherwise restricted, 
provided that its gear is stowed in ac-
cordance with the provisions of 
§ 648.23(b). A vessel may transit the 
CAII EFH closed area, as defined in 
paragraph (a)(6) of this section, pro-
vided there is a compelling safety rea-
son to enter the area and all gear is 
stowed in accordance with the provi-
sions of § 648.23(b). 

[76 FR 43770, July 21, 2011, as amended at 77 
FR 20741, Apr. 6, 2012; 78 FR 27108, May 9, 
2013] 

§ 648.62 Northern Gulf of Maine 
(NGOM) Management Program. 

(a) The NGOM scallop management 
area is the area north of 42°20’ N. lat. 
and within the boundaries of the Gulf 
of Maine Scallop Dredge Exemption 
Area as specified in § 648.80(a)(11). To 
fish for or possess scallops in the 
NGOM scallop management area, a ves-
sel must have been issued a scallop per-
mit as specified in § 648.4(a)(2). 

(1) If a vessel has been issued a 
NGOM scallop permit, the vessel is re-
stricted to fishing for or possessing 
scallops only in the NGOM scallop 
management area. 

(2) Scallop landings by vessels issued 
NGOM permits shall be deducted from 
the NGOM scallop total allowable 
catch when vessels fished all or part of 
a trip in the Federal waters portion of 
the NGOM. If a vessel with a NGOM 
scallop permit fishes exclusively in 
state waters within the NGOM, scallop 
landings from those trips will not be 
deducted from the Federal NGOM 
quota. 

(3) Scallop landings by all vessels 
issued LAGC IFQ scallop permits and 
fishing in the NGOM scallop manage-
ment area shall be deducted from the 
NGOM scallop total allowable catch 
specified in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. Scallop landings by IFQ scallop 
vessels fishing in the NGOM scallop 
management area shall be deducted 
from their respective scallop IFQs. 
Landings by incidental catch scallop 
vessels and limited access scallop ves-
sels fishing under the scallop DAS pro-
gram shall not be deducted from the 
NGOM total allowable catch specified 
in paragraph (b) of this section. 

(4) A vessel issued a NGOM or IFQ 
scallop permit that fishes in the NGOM 
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